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           For Immediate Release
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           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449
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           Chip Weiskotten, 202-226-8553

 5 / 8



Herseth Assumes Chairmanship Of Key House Veterans Affairs Subcommittee

HERSETH            ASSUMES CHAIRMANSHIP OF KEY HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITTEE

Will            Lead Economic Opportunity Subcommittee - Helps Veterans Readjust to            Civilian Life
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January            24, 2007 – In            the 110th Congress, U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth will chair the Economic            Opportunity Subcommittee of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee. The            subcommittee has special jurisdiction over a range of veterans and servicemembers            programs designed to help those returning from military service readjust            to civilian life. Herseth served as ranking member on the subcommittee            during the 109th Congress. As chair, she will set the subcommittee’s            agenda with respect to a number of programs including vocation rehabilitation,            home loans, education assistance, entrepreneurship incentives and servicemembers            civil relief.

Herseth said, “The            work of the Economic Opportunity Subcommittee will help those bravely            serving today in Iraq and Afghanistan readjust once they return home.            As chair of this subcommittee, I’ll work to ensure that South Dakota’s            veterans, and veterans nationwide, have every opportunity to make a            seamless and complete transition out of active duty and back into civilian            life. In particular, I look forward to working to modernize Montgomery            G.I. Bill benefits for National Guard and Reserve servicemembers. ”
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Herseth assumes            the chairmanship at the beginning of just her second full term in Congress.            Herseth is also a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate            Democrats committed to fiscal discipline and strong national security,            and is co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raising            the profile of issues important to rural America. 
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